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Empowering young environment
and health leaders



THE SHORT HISTORY OF EEHYC

What is the European Environment
and Health Youth Coalition (EEHYC)?

The European Environment and Health 
Youth Coalition (EEHYC) is an international 
organization in the WHO European Region* that 
officially represents young people and brings 
youth contribution to the European Environment 
and Health Process (EEHP).
As a direct result of the commitments made under 
the Parma Declaration, the EEHYC ensures that 
young people’s environment and health priorities 
are recognized and represented across all Member 
States at both national and international levels.
EEHYC also supports, legitimizes and gives 
visibility to young people’s participation in the 
processes aiming to achieve a healthy and 
sustainable environment. 

*The WHO European Region is made up of the following 53 countries: 

Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 

Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, 

Italy, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, 

Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Moldova, 

Romania, Russian Federation, San Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 

Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 

Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland, Uzbekistan.
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With the adoption or the Children’s Environment 
and Health Action Plan for Europe (CEHAPE) at 
the 4th Ministerial Conference on Environment 
and Health in Budapest (Hungary) in 2004, 
environment and health ministers from the WHO 
European Region initiated a mechanism that 
would give voice to young people and involve 
young people in the policy making.
From that moment, and throughout the years, 
young people started to be more and more active 
and involved in the European Environment and 
Health process. In fact, youth participation was 
growing so rapidly that at the 5th Ministerial 
Conference on Environment and Health in Parma 
(Italy) in 2010, the ministers committed themselves 
in the Ministerial Declaration to support and 
ensure meaningful youth participation in the 
EEHP. At the same time, in the Youth Declaration, 
young people stated their readiness to follow the 
outcomes of the Parma Ministerial Conference, 
undertake activities and work to call policy makers 
to account for their actions. 
In Florence in 2012, with strong commitment and 
collaboration between young people, Member 
States and the WHO, the EEHYC was created to 
fully establish and sustain youth participation in 
the EEHP. 
EEHYC held its 1st General Assembly in Bonn 
(Germany) in 2013, where the Constitution was 
adopted by the national representatives and the 
first Executive Board was elected.

In order to support the involvement of young people 
in the EEHP and bring their official input to the high-
level policy and decision making table, EEHYC 
builds partnerships with national and international 
stakeholders with whom it creates effective 
mechanisms for meaningful youth participation. 
Nationally, through the country’s national platform, 
EEHYC intervenes in the national decision making 
processes, representing young people and 
communicating the outcomes from its own activity to 
the relevant stakeholders. In addition to that, EEHYC 
national platforms also develop youth-led projects on 
environment and health in line with the national priorities 
and objectives stated in the Parma Declaration.
Internationally, EEHYC brings the collective 
and representative voice of young people to the 
international audience. This is primarily done 
through the collection of national data on EEHYC 
projects and activities and its consequent report, 
the contribution and involvement in international 
events and ultimately by the EEHYC representation 
at intergovernmental bodies and forums.

What the EEHYC does?Historical Background



Current international structure:
Executive Board: António Marques Pinto 
(Portugal),
Danilo Arsenijevic (Serbia),
Mariia Iemelianenko (Ukraine),
Erikas Jansonas (Lithuania),
Sarah Zauner (Austria).
Programme officer: Jovana Dodos (Serbia).

Communication Officer: Julia Baschinger 
(Austria).
Monitoring Committee: Dovilė Adamonytė-
Rimkuvienė (Lithuania).
Advisory Board: Alina Bezhenar (Russian 
Federation),
David Rivett (Denmark),
Natalia Ciobanu (Republic of Moldova). 

EEHYC has a unique position by virtue of its 
acknowledged status of the official stakeholder 
in the European Environment and Health 
Process. EEHYC is a permanent member of 
the Environment and Health Task Force and 
permanent observer at the EEH Ministerial Board.

Among many others, EEHYC is also: 

Member/Partner of:
• UN Global Partnership for Youth in the Post-2015 
Development Agenda
• The Transport, Health and Environment Pan-
European Programme (THE PEP)
• Protocol on Water and Health and WHO Expert 
Group on advancing water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH) in Schools 
• Sustainable Sanitation Alliance – SuSanA 
• ISCH COST Action IS 1408 (ICSHNet)
• UNEP Tunza Youth Network 

Observer in:
• WHO Working Group on Health and Climate 
Change (HIC) 
• WHO Working Group on Waste Management 
and Health

What is the importance of EEHYC within
the Environment and Health Process?
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EEHYC INVOLVEMENT IN THE WHO PROGRAMMES
ON ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH
EEHYC is an active partner in The Transport, Health and 
Environment Pan-European Programme (THE PEP)
Recent activities of the EEHYC include 
the organization of the photo and video 
competition “City in Motion: People First!” 
prior to the 4th High Level Meeting on 
Transport, Health and Environment which 
took place in Paris on the 14-16 April 2014. 
The competition was organized with the aim 
to raise awareness of young people on the 
issues related to transport, health and the 
environment in Europe, and to draw the 
attention of the public, policymakers, and 
relevant stakeholders to the views of young 
people on these issues. 

Around 90 people from 19 pan-European 
countries participated in the competition: 
Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bulgaria, 
Estonia, FYR Macedonia, Georgia, Italy, 
Kazakhstan, Lithuania, Moldova, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, 
Serbia, Slovakia, Turkey, United Kingdom. 
Among these 15 entries were for the video 
category and 75 for the photo category.



Following the competition, EEHYC hosted 
a youth side event during the 4th High-
level Meeting on Transport, Health and the 
Environment, organized in Paris by the WHO 
Regional Office for Europe and the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe. 
During this side event, EEHYC representatives 
facilitated a discussion on the topics linked to 
the priority areas of proposed Paris Ministerial 
declaration, resulting in EEHYC proposals being 
included in the adopted Declaration. The side event 
was also the occasion to announce the winners of 
the photo and video competition “City in Motion: 
People First!”.
EEHYC plans to continue with active support 
to the PEP, education and awareness raising 
on sustainable means of transport.

On 16-17 April 2015, in Budapest, Hungary, 
EEHYC participated in the First Expert Group 
Meeting on Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
in Schools. The main objective of the 
meeting is to support the implementation 
of the programme area 2.4 of the 2014-2016 
Programme of Work under the Protocol on 
Water and Health related to water, sanitation 
and hygiene in schools.
Within this work programme, EEHYC 
implemented two projects in four European 
countries. With the aim to get pupils 
perspective on water, sanitation and hygiene 
conditions in schools, EEHYC conducted a 
“Survey on hygiene knowledge, attitude and 
practice” in four European countries. 
The aim of the second project, “HYGIENE 
MUCH brochure”, is to raise the awareness 
and help educate young people about the 
integral role that hand washing and clean, 
functioning sanitary facilities play in every day 
life, and empower then to take action. 

EEHYC actively supports the 
implementation of the
Protocol on Water and Health

EEHYC INVOLVEMENT IN THE WHO PROGRAMMES
ON ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH



5EEHYC supports WHO Health in Climate Change
programme (The HIC) and produced the video
with youth messages for COP21 negotiators

On 14-16 November 2016, European 
Environment and Health Youth Coalition 
(EEHYC) participated in the fourth session 
of the Meeting of the Parties to the UNECE-
WHO/Europe Protocol on Water and Health 
to the Convention on the Protection and 
Use of Transboundary Watercourses and 
International Lakes in Geneva, Switzerland. 
The meeting aimed to show the role of the 
Protocol as a tool to promote the achievement 
of the Agenda 2030 and facilitate the 
implementation of water and sanitation 
related SDGs at national level. During this 
meeting, EEHYC hosted a side event on 
Water, sanitation and hygiene in schools: 
improving health and educational outcomes. 
The purpose of this side event was to draw 
attention and encourage active engagement 
of countries in advancing WASH conditions 
in schools. 
To show the resuts of two projects EEHYC 
impemented to the parties of the Protocol on 

Water and Health during the meeting in Geneva, 
a video was produced. EEHYC became a 
member of The Sustainable Sanitation Alliance 
(SuSanA) and also contributed to the new 
WHO/UNECE publication “Prioritizing pupils’ 
education, health and well-being”. 
EEHYC is willing and ready to continue active 
involvement and support the Protocol work, 
the only pan-European platform that tackles 
this important issue by bringing together all 
concerned stakeholders. 

http://www.eehyc.org/wash/
http://www.susana.org/en/
http://www.susana.org/en/


EEHYC work under the Health and Climate change
(the HIC programme) and produced the video
with the messages for COP21

to search for best and new emerging practices 
for involving the youth in environmental health 
risk communication and risk management.

Promoting the Participation of Young People in the
European Environment and Health Process booklet

Young people are active within organisations that 
take action on environment and health issues. 
These organisations such as student associations, 
large and small NGOs and community groups, 
have youth participation embedded within their 
structures. Many activities are youth inspired 
and youth led. Including young people within the 
environment and health process brings ideas and 
experience to the health process and allows the 
voice of young people to be heard.
The booklet highlights practical examples of 
meaningful participation of young people in the 
European Environment and Health Process. 
The 26 projects have been implemented by 
young people in various European countries, 
and are only a very small part of what young 
people are currently doing all across Europe.

EEHYC INVOLVEMENT IN THE WHO PROGRAMMES
ON ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH

http://www.eehyc.org/share-space/
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PUBLICATIONS PRODUCED BY EEHYC BETWEEN
PARMA AND OSTRAVA MINISTERIAL CONFERENCES
HYGIENE MUCH brochure

We were proud to announce that the 
new EEHYC brochure developed within the 
framework of 2014-2016 Program of work of 

launched during the EEHYC Bonn Meeting in 
September 2015!
The youth-friendly brochure addresses students 
of all age classes and aims at exploring different 
problems that come with using water sanitation 

and hygiene facilities 
in schools. Besides 
giving straightforward 
health facts on 3 differ-
ent topics, it also pro-
vides memorable tips 
and tricks for students` 
proper hygiene behav-
ior in a humorous way. 

Study on Hygiene Knowledge,
Attitude and Practice
study report
With the aim to get pupils perspective on 
water, sanitation and hygiene conditions in 
schools, EEHYC conducted a Survey on 
hygiene knowledge, attitude and practice 
in Lithuania, Romania and the Republic of 
Moldova.

and technical support of the World Health 

Europe in the framework of 2014-2016 program 
of work of the Protocol on Water and Health. 

basic water and sanitation services in schools 
is still a concern in the European Region. Most 

of the times, this problem is overseen and not 
given the priority it deserves. Therefore, we, 
as the Youth Coalition, would like to stress that 
more attention needs to be paid to children 
and young people in 
schools and ensuring 
access to adequate, 
safe and sustainable 
WASH facilities in 
schools settings.
For detailed per 
county results, please 
visit our website >

Please visit www.eehyc.org -> PUBLICATIONS for free download

Publications. 

http://www.eehyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/EEHYC_WASH_in_Schools_survey_report.pdf
http://www.eehyc.org/publications/
http://www.eehyc.org/


COUNTRY EXAMPLES OF YOUTH INVOLVEMENT:
CASE STUDIES FROM AUSTRIA AND UKRAINE
The majority of the EEHYC’s activities are 
happening at the national level and support 
national initiatives. It is why countries with 
strong youth participation are an enormous 
value not only for the organisation but for all 
who see the benefit in involving young people 
into decision-making processes. 
Some milestones from 2013 till 2017 were the 
1st General Assembly, a Strategic Meeting in 
Vilnius in 2014, where the institution was legally 
constituted, and the starting of the accountancy 
in 2015. By 2016, eight national platforms have 
been established and in the same year the 2nd 
General Assembly took place together with the 
6th Task Force Meeting in Vienna. 
The 2nd General Assembly of the EEHYC was 
held on the 26th November 2016 in Vienna. 
It was kindly hosted by the Austrian Youth 
Council working in close collaboration with 
the Austrian Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and Water Management and the 
Austrian Ministry of Families and Youth. 
All representatives of the then existing eight 
EEHYC national platforms were present at the 
gathering and discussed the development of the 
organisation and focused on its future steps. The 
current Executive Board was elected as well as, 
for the first time, the Monitoring Committee. 
This meeting was followed by the International 
Youth Conference on Environment, Health 
and Mobility from 27th till 29th November 
2016 organised by the independent platform 

JUMP that works with young adults in the 
area of environment and sustainability. 
The Vienna Youth Position Paper was the outcome 
of the International Youth Conference in 2016 with 
70 participants from 33 countries. The draft of the 
Position Paper was based on an online consultation, 
which worked as an initiative for the opinion of the 
European youth, and was circulated with Austrian 
partners for improvements. The survey showed 
that air pollution is the biggest concern for the youth. 
Other important topics concerned the guarantee of 
an education system starting from a young age, 
partnerships and a focus not only in policy, but also 
on implementation. 
Generally Austria plays an integral part in youth 
involvement. For example, it has five youth 
delegates, working nationally and internationally, 
nominated and therefore legitimized by the Austrian 
Youth Council, the body that legally represents 
young people in Austria. One of these delegates 
is appointed to the Environment and Health area 
whose activities consist among others in being 
integrated within the EEHYC. 
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EEHYC was held on the 31st March-1st April 
2017 in Kiev, following the 2nd General 
Assembly of the EEHYC and the election of 
the new EEHYC Executive Board. It was 
kidly hosted by the WHO CO in Ukraine and 
WHO CC REMPAN (Research Center for 
Radiation Medicine) in the frame of international 
scientific meeting “European Environment and 
Health Process. Implementation in Ukraine”. 
The current Executive Board members and 
the Monitoring Committee were present at 
the international scientific meeting, as well 
as the Head of WHO Centre for Environment 
and Health, representative of WHO CO in 
Ukraine, scientists from National Research 
Center for Radiation Medicine (NRCRM), 
national platform representatives. 

The main objective of 5-th Strategic Planning 
Meeting was to stock conclusions from the 2nd 
General Assembly, develop a detailed action 
plan for the efficient functioning and further 
development of the Coalition during the mandate 
of the newly elected EEHYC Executive Board (EB) 
and discuss the best ways of ensuring our active 
participation in the preparation, participation and 
the follow-up of the Sixth Ministerial Conference 
on Environment and Health.

Taking to account that Ukraine is still 
suffering from health consequences after 
the most tragic environmental catastrophe 
– the Chernobyl disaster, EEHYC 
recognized that children and young people 
are most vulnerable to radiation and its 



consequences. Therefore, in collaboration 
with WHO CC REMPAN – Research Center 
for Radiation Medicine, it was agreed 
accepted the proposal for a short updateon 
radiation medicine research to be included 
in EEHYC meeting agenda.

The Radiation Emergency Medical 
Preparedness and Assistance Network 
(REMPAN) was established in 1987 and 
works on the thematic of nuclear accidents 
and radiological emergency. Its purpose is to 
support the WHO’s work in assisting Member 
States in building relevant national capacities. 
Collaboration and Liaison Centres are the two 
forms of membership. At the moment there 
are 700 WHO collaborating centres in over 80 
Member States working with the WHO.
Collaborating Meetings took place as well as 
REMPAN Virtual Trainings, namely in 2005 with 

COUNTRY EXAMPLES OF YOUTH INVOLVEMENT:
CASE STUDIES FROM AUSTRIA AND UKRAINE

the simulation of an emergency in the facilities 
of CANDU (CANada Deuterium Uranium). In 
2008 the exercises consisted in responding to 
an accident that occurred at BWR reactor in 
Mexico and in 2013 it was based on a dirty bomb 
scenario in Morocco involving two consequent 
explosions at the national sea port of Tangier.
The work of REMPAN consists also in 
providing publications and e-newsletters.
More than 200 people have been diagnosed 
with acute radiation syndrome (ARS) since 
the Chernobyl accident. The NRCRM as 
WHO/REMPAN Collaboration Centre has a 
resuscitation ward for treatment of patients with 
moderate and to severe ARS. The Kiev Centre 
for Bone Marrow Transplant (BMT) ward can 
also be used for patients with severe and 
extremely severe ARS. 
The construction of a NRCRM database was 
also started.
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Thyroid cancer incidence in population of 
Ukraine (all age groups) living in the six 
“high exposure” and the rest “low exposure” 
regions (21 regions) in 1989-2015 (Bazyka 
et. al., 2016; NCRU data for 2015).

Note: 6 regions – Kyiv, Zhytomir, Cherkassy, 
Chernihiv, Rivne regions and Kyiv city. 21 regions 
– the rest territory of Ukraine (in 2014-2015 
without Crimea, Donetsk and Lugansk regions).

Thyroid cancer incidence per 100,000 in Subjects 
Aged ≥19 at Surgery (≤18 at the Time of the Chernobyl 
Accident) (Bogdanova et al., 2017).
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Group of affected population Actual No Expected No 
SIR, % (years of observation)

Actual No of 
cases

Expected 
No of cases SIR (%)

95%
confidence 

interval

Residents of the most heavily contaminated territories 
(1990–2014) 1341 2050,4 65,4 61,9 – 68,9

Recovery operation workers 1986–1987 years
of participation (1994–2014) 351 224,0 156,7 140,3 - 173,1

Evacuees from Prypyat town and 30-km zone
(1990–2014) 367 465,7 78,8 70,7 - 86,9



INVOLVEMENT IN THE POLITICAL AND DECISION 
MAKING PROCESS
The EEHYC took part in a lot of events such as the 
Tunza Europe Youth Conference on Environment 
and Sustainable Development (Munich, 2013), 4th 
High-level Meeting on Transport, Health and the 
Environment (Paris, 2014), expert group meetings 
on WASH in Schools (Budapest, Bonn 2015), 
WHO Conference on Life-course approach in the 
Context of Health 2020 (Minsk, 2015), the 
Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference 
(Batumi, 2016), UNFCCC COP22 (Marrakesh, 
2016), 4th session of the meeting of the parties of 
the Protocol on Water and Health (Geneva, 2016), 
COST Action on industrially contaminated sites 
meeting (Thessaloniki, 2017) and many others. 
Strategic priorities for the EEHYC in the 
following period are:
• Encouraging Member States to support a
greater engagement of youth in national and 
international environment and health processes 
and decision making;
• Strengthening partnerships and collaboration
with all stakeholders in the European Environment 
and Health Process; 
• Advocating for  the expansion of our activities
and establishment of EEHYC national platforms 
in all countries of the WHO European region; 
• Improving formal and non-formal education
and awareness raising on key environment and 
health issues among young people;
• Focusing on the implementation of the
Commitment to Act from the Vienna Youth 
Position Paper and Ostrava Youth Declaration. 

Decision makers of tomorrow 
are the young people of today. 
Support them in achievning 
brighter future. 
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